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SHENLEY CHURCH END NEWS
The Newsletter of Shenley Church End Parish Council serving the communities 

of Crownhill, Medbourne, Grange Farm, Oakhill, Oxley Park, Hazeley, 
Shenley Wood and Shenley Church End  

Autumn 2013

SUMMER FUN IN THE PARISH
During August the Parish Council funded play sessions which were provided by Milton Keynes Play
Association (MKPA).  The sessions were held in Grange Farm, Crownhill and Shenley Church End.
Jocelyne and some of the youth workers also came along to the sessions in Grange Farm 
and Crownhill providing drinks, playing football and generally adding to the fun.   
Jocelyne and some of the youth workers also came along to the sessions in Grange Farm 
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Local Groups - Do you have diffi culty in 
fi nding speakers for your meetings? If so, 
we may be able to help. Milton Keynes 
Reader Service is a free and independent 
charitable organisation that offers a range 
of services to visually impaired people 
living in Milton Keynes.

We would very much like to come and talk 
to local groups about our work. We think 
our services are unique and we would like 
to make more people aware of what we 
do. We have already given presentations 
to rotary clubs, Womens Institutes, church 
groups and charities in Milton Keynes and 
these have been received with enthusiasm 
and interest.

If you would like to know more about us, 
please contact Liz Roe, Talks Co-ordinator, 
on:
lizroe@tiscali.co.uk or Tel: 01908 604901.

This is not a fund-raising exercise but an 
opportunity for the Milton Keynes Reader 
Service to raise its profi le within our 
community. 

You can fi nd out more on our website: 
www.miltonkeynesreaderservice.org.uk
Charity No. 1013965

FREE 
JOBSEARCH TRAINING 

WITH UNIVERSAL JOBMATCH 
 

 IT & Universal Jobmatch Training 
 Application Forms and Interview Preparation 
 Money Management advice 
 CV Writing & Individual Advice & Guidance 

 

The only criteria is that you need to be on benefits (DLA needs 
to be accompanied by another benefit to be eligible) and to 

commit to attending all the sessions. 
 

Schedule 

 
 

Call Janice at Women & Work on 01908200186 or email 
j.jones@womenandwork.co.uk for more information 

Day Start 
Time 
am 

Session Day Start 
Time 
pm 

Session 

Day 
1 

9.30  How using IT can 
improve your life - 
including 
registering with  
Universal 
Jobmatch 

Day 
1 

1:15 Composing and 
adapting CVs and 
covering letters – 
emailing and 
uploading them 

Day 
2 

9.30  Using Universal 
Jobmatch website 
– your profile, 
searching and 
applying for jobs 

Day 
2 

1:15  Accessing 
GOV.UK site for 
benefits advice 
and entitlement 
and how to 
calculate 
benefits 

   Day 
3 

2:00 Money 
Management and 
debt advice 

Police Crime Commissioner - 
Public Meeting

The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) 
for Thames Valley, Anthony Stansfeld, 
will be holding a public meeting in Milton 
Keynes.

The event will be an opportunity for the 
PCC along with the Local Police Area 
Commander, Barry Halliday, to meet and 
greet residents and deliver presentations 
about the role of the PCC and local policing 
in Milton Keynes. A representative from the 
Community Safety Partnership will also be 
invited to tell the public more about the 
work they carry out in the area.

The meeting will take place at Fishermead 
Trinity Centre on Monday 11 November at 
7pm.
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Talented Parish Residents
Matt, Max and George break the mould on 
children’s stories  

Sarah-Jayne Collins 

 

Oxley Park resident, Matt Robins, 30, has 
shaken up the world of children’s stories 
with a duo as loveable as Tin Tin and Snowy. 

Max is a young boy who is deaf; due to this he 
struggles to make friends, until he meets 
George who has his own special skills. 

  Inspired by his own deteriorating hearing; 
Matt has created a story that shows we are all 
special, no matter what, ‘I wanted to show 
that people with disabilities are no different; 
they have the same emotions, struggle and 
succeed just the same as anybody else. To get 
children to think about their actions whilst 
making it fun for them’ 

This book has all the characteristics of the 
great children’s books of our time. It has 
bright illustrations, strong morals that will 
teach children about acceptance, 
understanding and to treat everyone the 
same regardless of their disabilities. Matt’s 
passion for writing shines through when 
discussing the inspiration for this story  
‘I wanted to bring back the morals that books 
showed when I was a child; those books 
taught me everything from stranger danger to 
helping save the planet, I don’t see this a lot in 
current literature’ 

After being made redundant from his job in 
private health care late in 2012, Matt used his 
spare time to write the book he always 
dreamed off ‘ I always wanted to be a writer 
but never thought it would happen, I love 
seeing children around Milton Keynes reading 
a book I’ve  written’ smiles Matt.  

Just 8 months on and the book; which offers 
readers the chance to learn sign language 
throughout, has been selling well locally and is 
even being used by a London School for their 
Personal, Social and Health Education classes.  

Matt hopes to create a series of books 
following Max and George as they overcome 
many obstacles that face children in their day-
to-day lives. 

Matt, and his inspirational stuffed monkey 
George, are busy promoting the book which is 
a great learning tool for kids of all ages. 

 

 

This unique book is available for just £7.99. 
You can learn more about George, Max and 
the inspiration behind the story at 
www.maxandgeorgebooks.com. 

 If you want a signed copy, contact Matt at 
maxandgeorgebooks@gmail.com. 
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London Road, Stony Stratford 
MK11 1JQ

Sunday 27th Oct 2013

Saturday 7th Dec 2013

Best
MADE
LOCAL

10-4pm

10-4pm

and

@

Come along

York House

PLUSStalls include crafts and food             there will
 be tea and cake on sale too - Free entry!

For more info and for 2014 dates see bestmadelocal.co.uk

 and support local makers
 and producers of fine handmade products.

Ward Boundary Changes from 
May 2014

The Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England (LGBCE) is an independent body that 
conducts electoral reviews for local authority areas.   
A review was undertaken in 2012 within Milton 
Keynes to look at how improved levels of electoral 
equality could be provided across the authority.  

Following a consultation period the proposal agreed 
for Milton Keynes is to increase the council size from 
51 to 57 members, which would be made up of 19, 3 
member wards.  Subject to parliamentary approval, 
this will be how MK councillors are elected from May 
2014.  

The impact of this is that a number of existing wards 
will have some changes to their boundaries.  The 
changes mean that Shenley Church End Parish will 
be split between 3 wards.  Crownhill will fall into Stony 
Stratford ward, Oxley Park will fall into Tattenhoe 
ward and the remaining estates within our parish will 
be under the re-named Loughton and Shenley ward.

If you would like to take a look at the information in 
more detail, please take a look at the LGBCE website 
for the Milton Keynes review:
www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/
buckinghamshire/milton-keynes-fer
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In the last magazine we told you about the Community 
Asset Transfer  (CAT) Programme which is about 
transferring assets from Milton Keynes Council (MKC) to 
other relevant organisations.

Representatives from the Parish Council attended a meeting in relation to Medbourne Community 
Sports Pavilion which is the first MKC asset to become available for transfer in our Parish.  The 
meeting was attended by other community groups as well as MK Dons and MK Leisure who currently 
run the facility as Hertsmere Leisure.

The Parish Council have submitted an application at stage one and will be attending an assessment 
panel meeting during October.  If successful we can move forward to the second stage which requires 
the provision of a more detailed proposal and work will start towards the provision of a viable business 
plan.  This will require more information from MKC in relation to the current financial situation of the 
facility and a survey of the premises.  

Contact has been made with some of the current users asking for their thoughts on the proposal that 
Medbourne Community Sports Pavilion is transferred to the Parish Council, to which we have received 
a number of replies.   If you are also a user of the facility, either on an ad hoc or regular basis we would 

Community Asset Transfer

Support for expectant parents and families
with children aged 0 – 5 years old 

Have you been to 
Little Owls Children’s Centre? 

Tel: 01908 524482www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/littleowlscc

Children’s Centre services are available to expectant parents and families with children aged 0 – 5 
years old. Little Owls primarily supports families who live in Kingsmead, Oxley Park, Tattenhoe or 
Westcroft, but we are happy to support you if you live outside these areas and can also put you in 
touch with your nearest Children’s Centre. Our service includes: 

• Stay and Play sessions  
• Antenatal and postnatal support, in partnership with health professionals 
• Child development guidance, childcare and health advice 
• A supportive environment where you can talk in confidence with a family support worker on 

issues such as relationships, finance, employment, training and housing 

You can find us at Oxley Park Community Centre, Redgrave Drive, Oxley Park, Milton Keynes 
MK4 4TA. Registration is FREE so drop in for a chat, call us on 01908 524482 or email
littleowls.childrenscentre@milton-keynes.gov.uk.

M13326

be interested in any comments you 
may have in relation to the building 
or the way the facility is managed.  
In particular if there are areas which 
you feel would benefit from being 
addressed if the Parish Council 
were to put forward a proposal and 
be successful in being accepted to 
take over the facility.  Any comments 
you have can be sent to clerk@
shenleychurchend-pc.co.uk.

All residents should now have 
received the new delivery of pink 
and black waste bags.

If you do run out, remember you 
can get more pink sacks from the 
Parish Council  offices.  If you need 
more black bags these do need to 
be purchased, either from your local 
supermarket or you can buy council 
branded bags from any of the local 
Community Recycling Centres.

The Parish offices 
are usually open 
between 
10am - 4pm 
Monday to Friday.
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To fulfi l 12 weeks of volunteering for my Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
I chose litter picking. 

The common choice for girls when given this challenge is to work in a 
charity shop. However, as someone who has always lived in Milton Keynes, 
it greatly upsets me to see our very pretty town strewn with rubbish. So, I 
set out with a little help from my various friends, to sweep the area every 
Sunday morning, in all weathers. 

It was harder work than I originally thought, though with added entertainment value when I found 
strange objects, like a toilet or a very realistic baby doll among the usual cans and crisp packets, and 
it was nice when local residents stopped to thank me.  I feel like I have made a difference, since when 

Cleaning up Crownhill by Emily Curran

It should be noted that the Clerk acts on behalf of the Parish Council and cannot enter into discussions relating to Council issues.  
It is always best to make any queries in writing so they can be raised at the next Council Meeting.  Please note that as meetings 
are held monthly correspondence is dealt with accordingly and a response made after the following meeting.

Stoptober
Last year 160,000 
people completed the 
Stoptober challenge 
throughout England.

It has been calculated that smokers 
who quit for 28 days are fi ve times 
more likely to stay smoke-free long 
term.  It has also been suggested 
that people who quit smoking for 
good could gain an extra 7 days 
of life every 28 days for the rest of 
their life.

Good Luck to everyone taking 
part in Stoptober this year.

For further information please 
contact the Milton Keynes Stop 
Smoking Service on:

0845 200 2323 or email:
stop.smoking@milton-keynes.
gov.uk

I began there were bags and 
bags of rubbish each week 
and by the end the amounts 
were much smaller. 

So when I fi nished my last 
hour the fl awless redways of 
Crownhill were glittering in the 
sunshine.  Let's keep it that 
way!

Venue group 
and times: 

 

Every Saturday  
 

Group 1:    
Beginners PLUS 
12:30 – 2:30pm 

 

Group 2:  
Upwards to County 
2:30pm – 4:30pm 

Shenley Leisure Centre  
Burchard Crescent  
Shenley Church End 
Milton Keynes  MK5 6HF 

Milton Keynes Junior Badminton Club 
 

                             Premier chartered club: Badminton England    

KeynesKeynesKeynesKeynesKeynes JuniorJuniorJuniorJuniorJunior BadmintonBadmintonBadmintonBadminton
                                                                              Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   Premier chartered club: Badminton England   
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The Food Bank is holding its Harvest 
Appeal and asking for donations of long-life 
food items.  Any items from the shopping 
list above would be greatly appreciated.

The Parish Council offi ces are available as 
a collection point, so if you have any items 
you would like to donate, drop them into us 
and we will arrange to take them over to 
the Food Bank warehouse.  The address of 
the Parish offi ce is:
19a Shenley Road, Shenley Church End, 
MK5 6AB

During 2012 the Food Bank gave out 9,034 
food parcels and in the last two years they 
have seen a 70% increase in 
demand for the service.  Every 
donation made goes towards 
helping people within Milton 
Keynes.

 

Please buy an item from the list  
below and donate it to  

The FOOD BANK  

-  Long Life Milk 
-  Long Life Juice 
-  Rice Pudding (Tinned) 
-  Jam 
-  Tuna (Tinned) 
-  Fruit (Tinned) 
-  Spaghetti (Tinned) 
-   Sugar 
-  Vegetables (Tinned) 
-  Meat (Tinned) 
-  Tomatoes (Tinned) 
-  Baked Beans (Tinned) 
-  Breakfast Cereal  
-  Dried Pasta (500g) 
-  Dried Rice (500g) 
-  Pasta Sauce 
-  Tea Bags 
-  Biscuits 
-  Cup a Soup 
-  Soup 

*Most urgent items 
Thank you for your  support  

Together we really can make a  
difference! 

 Part of the work of 

Into The Community 
Registered Charity no. 1084287 
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Space Academy – Holiday Club in the Watling Valley
A weeks mission in space: Fifty young Space Academy recruits are enrolled to take up a week long 
exploration of what it is to have a mission to fulfil and what it is like to be a stranger in a strange land. 
Each day they entered through the space portal and found themselves in a space hung with planets 
and stars.

Each child was in a supporting group of fellow students. They began the day with getting to know each 
other and creating their own group planet. After a keep fit session, the children joined in exciting team 
games such as wheelbarrow races with a bowl of custard on the human wheel barrow and water filled 
balloon throwing. Singing the theme song brought the children together and this led into story time.

The parallel theme of the week was the Old Testament of Daniel who was also a stranger in a strange 
land: how he was taken into captivity in Babylon where customs and religious practice were often 
in conflict with his own. From the stories, the children learned of a man who rose in influence in the 
court of four successive kings; how with his overt faith in God he faced and overcame life threatening 
challenges and trials.

A quiz each day helped the teams to recall some of the space and Daniel facts that they had come 
across earlier in their training.

After all this activity, the space cadets were ready for their healthy and sustaining snack. Then followed 
a change of location as they were transported to the craft room to be creative: producing fruit magnets, 
bejewelled gold or silver bracelets, mini clay statues, photo frames and lion masks.

After more fun and games outside, the children returned to watch “The Final Frontier” – a play 
produced by their leaders, in which the crew have a mission to complete each day. They come across 
many obstacles, but they discover how Space Command is always there to help them. Laughter and 
audience participation lighten yet enhance the story.

Some jokes, the action song again and a prayer end the day and the children are returned to their 
parents and carers through the space portal.  Sunday brought more than 153 people to the Space 
Academy for the final celebration of praise and worship.

We are very grateful to all our enthusiastic young space cadets; all helpers young and older; for the 
support of our churches in the Watling Valley and for the support of the Shenley Church End Parish 
Council, all of whom contributed generously to help make this mission possible.

PARISH GRANTS
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PARISH GRANTS
BROWNIES CELEBRATES ITS 100TH BIRTHDAY

2014 see’s us celebrate the centenary of Brownies, marking 100 years since the younger sisters of 
Girl Guides saw how much fun they were having and jealously demanded something special for them 
too!  

Girl Guiding is putting on a variety of special celebrations, and our girls have voted to attend two 
exciting residential events, one at Butlins in Skegness and the other at PGL Liddington near Swindon, 
both exploring the history of Brownies over our 100 years, and offering the girls unique opportunities 
to undertake more adventurous activities in the company of other Brownies from all across the UK. 
However, neither event is local to Milton Keynes and required a lot of fund-raising on the part of the girls 
just to cover the event costs without travel. We were so very grateful to the Parish Council who kindly 
donated £500 towards the cost of our travel, making this a far more realistic goal for these girls who 
might not have otherwise been able to take part in these once in a lifetime events.

These trips are designed to support a range of skills and outcomes which cannot be easily achieved in 
a school or home environment. Not only do we encourage the social, mental and physical development 
of our Brownies; we design these trips to promote their wellbeing, positive attitudes and self confidence 
to help them develop into successful learners, responsible citizens and confident individuals. Our trips 
raise aspirations through participation in new activities, be it a fun one or something more practical like 
cooking and cleaning: rising to new challenges and living alongside their peers helping them to become 
more adaptable and confident which is critical to so many areas of their development.

The majority of our girls come from within the Parish boundaries, although we have had girls from all 
across Milton Keynes. We’ve had hundreds of girls with us in our 20 years, offering them opportunities 
to join in with a variety of fun activities to help them develop mentally, physically and emotionally. 
We have had girls from all backgrounds, religions and cultures, some with various disabilities, come 
together to meet in a safe space free from prejudice where they are encouraged simply to be the 
best person that they can be without the increasing pressures of the outside world, and getting the 
chance to experience things that would otherwise have been unavailable to them. Through a wide 
variety of activities the girls are developing various skills including effective communication, team work, 
leadership and community interests.

Over the years we have assisted in the training of numerous volunteers to become qualified leaders, 
encouraging hidden skills such as leadership and organisation as well as equipping them with essential 
tools such as first aid, enabling us to continue offering this valuable resource to the local community. We 
also support the Duke of Edinburgh award, welcoming in local teenagers to complete the community 
service portion of the programme within the unit. 

As well as providing the girls respite from home pressures, we also support their families, giving them 
an inexpensive place to send their daughters, be it for the weekly meeting, day trips or longer residential 
trips that might otherwise be financially out of their reach where they know they will be safe, happy and 
building skills, confidences and friendships for the future.

There is currently a huge demand for Brownie spaces and we have a long waiting list as there are so 
few other units on the new estates due to lack of meeting spaces and volunteers to run them. If you, or 
your daughter, would like to know more about 
joining our Brownie unit please visit 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested 
or call 0800 1695901.

Huge thanks again to the Shenley Church 
End Parish Council for their support and kind 
donation – it’s helped to make our big Brownie 
Birthday REALLY special. 
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Youth Matters - Summer 2013!

Environmentalists!

What a busy summer I and my staff team have had!  We delivered 30 hours 
of activities every week of the School Holidays and kept hundreds of young 
people occupied!

We started with the Oxley Park Junior Club end of 
term fancy dress party.  As you can see, the youth 
workers were not the only ones who got into the spirit of the evening! 

We then picked up the MENTALISTS!  This was a group of junior members 
from Oxley Park and Crownhill youth clubs who over the summer quite literally 
went environmental at the Hanson Park Study Centre!  We went pond dipping, 

bug catching, bird watching, litter and tree clearing.  We had traders and bandits competing for the 
bootie the members collected on a treasure hunt, and great fun building wood shelters to withstand the 
rain (or not!) and made sticky smores on a camp fire.  Well done everyone who took part as they earnt 
their RSPB  Wildlife Action Bronze Award.  Take a look at the pictures below to see the fun everyone 
had.

Summer Fun was as popular as ever joining forces with the Parish Council, MKPlay Association and 
John the Parish Warden!!  I provided the Chill-out tent drinks, games, colouring and co-ordinated the 
football and cricket.  We were very lucky to have such fantastically good weather too.
 
Crownhill Park was also the focus of two sports evenings on Mondays and Fridays.  We organised  
various sports which were well supported by the young people of Crownhill – just ask them about the 

Milky Way Challenge if your child ever misbehaves at home!

We sadly said goodbye to Martin Potter, a support worker who has emigrated to America to 
start a new life with a new wife!  We wish him every happiness. 

A reminder of the dates and times for our normal term time activities, some of which have changed:

Monday Crownhill Youth Club restarted in September   6-9 pm £0.50 
Oxley Park Junior Club has moved to TUESDAY   6-8 pm £1.00
Wednesday Youth Club at Hazeley has moved to the GYM 7-9 pm £0.50
where ball games are allowed. 
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There are currently 11 serving Councillors in Shenley Church 
End Parish.  These are:
Stuart Nightingale (Chair) Ray Merrin (Vice-Chair)
Irving Nicol   David Kayondo  
Chrissie Ashby  Bethan Norfor 
Alan Perrett   Christina Johnson 
Shaffiq Bostan  Karen Hill  
David Tunney

If you would like to raise an issue with the 
Council or with a specific Councillor, please 
do so through the Parish Clerk: Jane Munn

Email: clerk@shenleychurchend-pc.co.uk
Telephone: 01908 502808
Mail: The Cartshed, 19a Shenley Road, 
Shenley Church End, MK5 6AB

Parish Allotments

The allotment sites have been a hive of activity this year.  New sheds have 
been appearing together with scarecrows, benches, even a notice board 
at the Shenley site and a great deal of produce.

There have been a number of plots on each of the sites that perhaps 
have not had the TLC they deserved this year.  The Parish Council does try and give plot 

holders an opportunity to bring their plots back up to standard, especially when circumstances have 
changed, but unfortunately it is not always possible and plots do get taken back and then offered to 
the next person on the waiting list.  

We have got small waiting lists for each of the sites at the moment, 
and if you are interested in having your name added to any of the lists, 
please contact Jenn at:  admin@shenleychurchend-pc.co.uk.
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MAKING A WILL 
There are strong moral and financial reasons for making a Will. To die 
without leaving a Will leaves loved ones in an uncertain and stressful 
position.  If you don’t have a valid Will the Law will decide who inherits and 
this is unlikely to be what you want for your partner or children. The 
survivor of an unmarried couple will be entitled to nothing and may lose 
the home where they lived. 
 
Everyone believes making a Will is difficult. However with expert advice, 
counselling and guidance making a Will is not expensive, difficult, stressful 
or emotional and takes about an hour. If you have a Will it should be 
reviewed every 5 years.  
 
The inner warmth and contentment felt by many of our clients who have 
planned ahead and tied up all their loose ends is without comparison. If 
you are over 18 whatever your circumstances it is sensible to make a Will. 
You should plan to pass on to your partner and/or children and/or others 
as much of your hard earned assets as you can. Don’t forget if your 
parents don’t have a valid up to date Will it’s your inheritance that is at 
stake. We can help you all. 
 
We can also help the elderly, vulnerable and disabled by providing powers 
of attorney enabling to them to appoint someone else to deal with their 
affairs if and when they can’t. 
  
Contact Simply Wills your local Professional Will Writer at any time for 
information, advice and to make an appointment for your no obligation 
consultation. Visit us at www.simplywills.org for more information. 

 

TVP In Your Area 
Burglary remains at a constant level in the area, please consider taking valuables upstairs 
including handbags wallets and keys. Lock all downstairs doors and windows, if you are going 
away ask a trusted friend or neighbour to look after your plants and post. If possible leave 
your car on the drive and have lamps on timers throughout the house. When in your garden, 
lock your front door and make sure your windows are secure; it literally takes seconds for 
someone to enter your home and remove your valuables.
 
Garage break-ins’ also continue to be a problem, with one area having a large number of 
garages in one estate damaged, possibly in preparation for thefts. Please make sure your 
bikes/tools etc. are property marked and keep all serial numbers in a safe place. Be vigilant 
and report anything that you feel is suspicious. The offenders have gained entry by making 
a hole at the side of the handle to access the release mechanism. You may consider fitting 
other locks on the inside of the doors.
 
Car crime also continues to be an issue on our area so while we understand how tempting 
it is to leave car windows open in the hot weather we are experiencing, this is an open 
invitation for opportunist thieves to help themselves to you hard earned possessions. 

Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) on the area remains low however we had problems again on 
Garwood Crescent, Grange Farm. We spoke to the youngsters and some 
of the parents, on one occasion the youngsters were taken back to the 
aggrieved party to apologise for their behaviour. The problems seem to 
have stopped.
 
If you see any, or are affected by ASB please call 101 and ask to speak to a member of 
your neighbourhood team.

PC Albert Bernard

PCSO Christine Capstick

PCSO James Down

PCSO Gemma Harmycz
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EGYPTIAN VISITORS EXPLORE THE ENGLISH EDUCATION SYSTEM 
AT DENBIGH SCHOOL

Denbigh School welcomed Egyptian guests from Alexandria University and The Professional Academy 
for Teachers during their visit to the UK.  The aim of their day at Denbigh was to develop an understanding 
of the English Education system as part of the TEMPUS project, an aspect of the Open University’s work, 
financed by European Union. The visit to Denbigh was followed by visits to schools in Edinburgh and 
London to explore differences between countries within the UK and different contextual backgrounds.

TEMPUS is the European Union’s programme which supports the modernisation of higher education 
in the EU’s surrounding area. TEMPUS promotes institutional cooperation that involves the European 
Union and partner countries and focuses on the reform and modernisation of higher education systems 
in the partner countries of Eastern Europe, Central Asia, the Western Balkans and the Mediterranean 
region.

During the day, the visitors listened to a range of presentations exploring the history and key developments 
within the curriculum and the development of teaching and learning in schools. Headteacher, Mrs 
Parker’s presentation explored the historical background to the Education system for England, 
including a focus on the more recent shift towards more automomy for schools, which has led to the 
development of the Academy system. Deputy Headteacher, Mr Bacon spoke about the developing 
curriculum at Denbigh and how the School maintains its focus on maximising the success of students, 
whilst ensuring that they study a broad, balanced curriculum to prepare for adult life. The role of the 
Teaching School was discussed by Director of Teaching School, Mr Squires. He described the ways 
in which Denbigh Teaching School Alliance is supporting education in the environs of Milton Keynes 
through Teacher Training, School to School support, Leadership Development as well as Research and 
Development. Year 12 School Council members, Kamal Patel and Katie Leigh Lancaster, explained how 
students’ views were sought and discussed, influencing the development of the school and supporting 
the training of staff.

Delegates sampled a range of lessons during a tour of the School, meeting and watching students 
learning in their lessons. They observed Year 9 students in Art who were creating Surrealist banners as 
part of an introduction to this artistic movement; Year 11 students making algebraic calculations, linked 
to Pythagoras, and Year 12 Business students beginning their AS courses with a SWOT (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) analysis of a range of large and small businesses.

Mr Squires, Director of Denbigh Teaching School 
and Deputy Head Teacher, said; “The visit was the 
second of its kind linked to the TEMPUS project.  It 
was an enjoyable day, giving both the School and 
the Egyptian visitors the opportunity to explore the 
differences in approach, but also the similarities in 
aims to develop and support young people”.
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Oxley Park Community Centre’s 

Christmas Fayre 
Sunday 8th December 
1.30pm and 3.30pm 

 
A Christmas gift fayre promoting and 

supporting local stallholders. 
Join us for mince pies, mulled wine and 
find gifts for all your family and friends 

 
Toys, personalised gifts, jewellery, make-up, sweets, Christmas 

decorations, gifts for teachers and stocking fillers. 
 
 

Free entry   
Donations for refreshments 

 
Oxley Park Community Centre 

Redgrave Drive 
Oxley Park MK4 4TA 
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Wardens Ramble - Why Do You Do It?
Yet again, a blank page stares back at me! Got to write some words that are apposite and pithy 
and they defi nitely should be aphoristic – lovely (big) words, but can I do them justice?  Probably 
not, but here’s a darn good try…

I hope you all had a reasonable summer? Not too hot, or too busy or too anything really, just a very pleasant one. 
I had a good one, thank you for asking.  Managed to get my knees nicely browned – and during working hours 
as well, so sort of paid-for-by-you, in a way.

We had some fantastic Play Sessions, funded by the Parish Council, run by the MK Play Association with MKC 
Youth Services joining in, ‘doing’ sports and drinks for all, and all brilliantly supported by the families and friends 
who came along and joined in. It wouldn’t have succeeded without your participation.  So THANK YOU ALL!

It’s also been very quiet (and I’m loathe to use that word) with things tickling along gently.  We still have the now-
normal issues with some of our partner agencies – no spare cash or resources, fewer and fewer staff, we’ll only 
do what we have to do etc. – but, thankfully, nothing major has cropped up that hasn’t been dealt with. I hope….

Now, car drivers, I have a serious question for you, and I’d like an answer please.  When you 
park in a car park, or outside a school or in your street, does how you’re parking and whether 
it’ll impact on someone else’s life ever come into your thoughts?  I’m serious. I’d like to know.  
Personally, I don’t think that most drivers even consider others when parking up. For example;

• Benbow Court, SCE – routinely there are proper spaces visibly available (plus those hidden   
 around the rear of the shops) and still drivers park blocking in, or merely just inconveniencing, other  
 road users and pedestrians.  WHY? Use the parking spaces!

• Everywhere in MK - stopping and/or parking opposite junctions, where the road narrows, ½ on & ½  
 off the pavement, across footpath crossing points – all probably very convenient to the parking driver,  
 but very inconvenient to most others! WHY?

• Around ALL of our schools (Holy Thorn School, OP Academy, Christ the Sower, Denbigh and Hazeley)  
 with people driving over the double yellow lines to park all the way on the pavement or roundabout,  
 blocking driveways, ‘pausing’ to let little Johnny or Jane out etc., parking, and even double parking  
 on grid roads, and on grid road roundabouts.  (Look at www.gov.uk/waiting-and-parking/waiting-and- 
 parking as an example of what you should be doing.).  WHY do these nincompoops do this?

About 50% of the complaints we now get at your Parish involve other resident’s parking which seems to 
be seriously inconveniencing others – WHY DO YOU DO IT?  Seriously folks, if you know why please tell 
me, ‘cos I have absolutely no idea.

Urb Farm Autumn Open Day - Saturday 12 October  from 1 - 4pm

The open day is based at the Urb Farm, between 196-198, Windsor Street, Wolverton, 
which is a small 2 ½ acre site in the heart of residential Wolverton. Together, the staff and 
young people of “Growing People”, a small horticultural social enterprise, work together 
to grow organic, fresh and seasonal fruit, vegetables, fl owers and salads to sell to local 
businesses and members of the community. With bees for honey and hens for eggs, the farm is a delightful 
place to visit, with ponds and woodland that are home to a variety of wildlife, including some rarer species. Not 
only will guests have a chance to tour the farm and see the produce that has been growing all season, but they 
will also learn a lot about the environment, wildlife and nature – with tips on how to start growing vegetables at 
home for those that are interested.

With Urb Farm organic produce for sale, a locally sourced BBQ, live music, face painting, local craft and food 
stalls, fresh pressed apple juice, activities and homemade cakes and refreshments for sale, the open day is set 
to be an enjoyable day out for visitors of all ages and backgrounds, from both the local community and further 
afi eld.

Onsite parking is limited, so visitors are encouraged to walk where possible, or park on Marron Lane and walk 
through the park to access the farm.
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The Parish Council accepts adverts from local 
businesses that may be of interest to residents.  Costs 
are £30 for a quarter page, £60 for a half page and 
£100 for a full page.  

The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse any 
advertisement that is not considered appropriate and 
does not endorse any services or products advertised 
in this newsletter.

The Parish Council do not take any responsibility for 
the accuracy of articles provided to them from external 
sources.

MP’s Surgery
Our local MP, Iain Stewart MP would like to hear from you. 

He holds regular surgeries by appointment in Bletchley, Stony Stratford, Woburn Sands, Netherfield & Milton 
Keynes Council Civic Offices.  To book a surgery appointment:

Please call on:   01908 686830 

Please email at: iain.stewart.mp@parliament.uk

Please write to: Suite 102
   Milton Keynes Business Centre
   Foxhunter Drive
   Linford Wood 
   MK14 6GD 

The next edition of the newsletter will be delivered in 
January and the deadline for any articles that could be 
included will be 26 November 2013.

Please send any contributions to:

Parish Clerk,
The Cartshed,
19a Shenley Road
Shenley Church End
MK5 6AB

Email: clerk@shenleychurchend-pc.co.uk

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER  

12.30-3.30 

THE MEETING PLACE, WESTCROFT DISTRICT CENTRE 

Come and do your Christmas Shopping and Raise funds for the above Appeal which is to 
provide a Sensory Unit and Teenagers Ward at our local hospital.  This event is supporting 

Donate a Gift where members of the public can leave gifts for boys/girls unfortunate 
enough to spend the festive period in hospital 

Free Admission, Good selection of stalls including: Bags-Beads-Books-Button Art-Cakes-
Cards-Cookie Cutters - Crafts-Garden bits-Hair band/slides for Children-Mosaics-Pies & 

Quiches-Perfumes-Scarves-Slap on Watches-Toys & Face Painter . 

Make a note in your diary and come and support this worthwhile cause. 
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